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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As I write this message, the landscape outside my window
is covered in snow. This has been a tough winter so far, 1
hope that all of you managed to stay warm and safe during
the ice storm of the previous weekend. We were lucky,
however, with the weather for ouwr December event at
Stephens College. My thanks to Joy Underdown for arrang-
ing to hold the meeting at Stephens and for providing the
tea and coffee. Thanks also to Patti Doyle who gave us a
tour of the costume department’s new quarters. I am also
most grateful for Betty Burchett's contribution to our fund-

raising efforts, The ornaments she vai{]ed for sale at our

event brought in funds for the Eva Johnston Scholarship.
(See a more detailed report in this issue of the newsletter.)
I also owe thanks to all of you who attended and contrib-
uted gifts for Missouri Girls Town. One of the girls sent a
note thanking all of us for the *bags full of wonderful
things.” We've been donating gifts for several years now;
this tradition is one way our branch contributes to our
Community.

Another way has been our Notable Women of Missouri project
which began through our Partnership with Field Elemen-
tary School. Our volume of thirty biographies iz now in all
Columbia fourth-grade classrooms and elementary school
media rooms. We are still a Partnership Friend with Field
but have not yet established what new form this will take. I
expect to work with the Principal, Carol Garman, now that

the second semester has begun, We'll continue exploring
options for how we Ay brest help Field Scheool.

On the national level, the AAUW Board of Directors and
the Educational Foundation Board of Directors have adopted
changes to AAUW’s mission and vision statements, based on
member input. [ gave out the text of these changes at our
November branch meeting. Those of you unable to attend
will find the Key Messages repeated in this newsletter The
staternents are now also on our branch website where you
will find other useful information.

As a new year begins, I look forward to seeing many of you
at our branch meetings. We have four interesting programs
coming up. For information about the meetings on Saturda}',
February 17, and Tuesday, March 20, see this issue of the
newsletter. The two final meetings will occur on Tuesday,
April 17, when we will hear Professor Sheryl Tucker talk
about her work teaching chemistry to Girl Scouts, and Tues-
day, May 15, which will stress the importance of AAUW's
Legal Advocacy Fund.

Jane Biers,

President

SAVE THE DATE

Celebrate The 100® Anniversary of
the Columbia, Missouri Branch

Saturday, October 13, 2007
Lunch 11:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m.
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AAUW part of One Shared World

AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, lifelong education and positive societal change







